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General Information for DOWCO Ratchet
Style Mooring/Trailerable covers.

Please Read:  It is very important to us at DOWCO Inc. that you, our customer, read and understand these installation
instructions. If while reading these instructions you are unsure about installing the cover, please feel free
to contact us at 1-800-558-7755.  Improper installation as a result of not following these instructions may
result in damage to the cover that is not covered by the warranty.

1. Unfold the cover and locate the tag that reads, "Front" sewn into
the underside. This side of the cover should be placed toward
the front and inside of the boat. Hook the cover around the bow
and pull to the back of the boat. Be sure the back corners and
sides are pulled evenly and the cover is centered. 
Note:  Position trolling motor blades to the inside of boat -     

if installed. Cover should fit smoothly over the bow.
Note: Flaps for access to cleats on boats are optional.

2. Locate safety strap at front of cover and secure to trailer near
winch mounting area.

Installing the Cover - Bow

Installing the Cover - Aft

1. Position cover evenly over corners of boat and unbuckle
Transom Strap with protector pads.

2. Place strap with pads across back of boat (under lower unit
of outboard motor). Connect strap and move pads to have the
most effect for wear against the boat.

Note: The Starboard strap is the one with the adjustment. It
needs to have a ‘loop’ formed for initial adjustment  The
next three steps should only need to be done the first
time the cover is placed on the boat. 
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NOTE:  Tie knot in loose end of rope
    after passing through ratchet

Note: There may be some boat covers that have straps at the
stern. They need to be loosely secured at this time.
For covers with pole pockets - the pole(s) need to be
placed in the pocket and assembly extended until cover
is taut. Do not trailer with poles in place!

TRANSOM STRAP

Adjustment Loop

Release Tension With Ratchet Before Unbuckling Strap!

Position Buckle and
Web Strap away from
any pinch point when
lowering motor!
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3. From the back of the boat, pull the Portside strap so
that the ratchet is furthest to the rear of the pocket. 

4. Pull the Starboard strap so that it’s ratchet is fur-
thest to the rear of it’s pocket.

5. Remove slack with adjustment on Starboard strap.
Reposition pads if needed.

Note: Photo to the left shows Starboard ratchet in it’s
most rearward position. (Ratchet shown in
closed position.) 

Ratchet Positions - Tighten and Release

Rope travel

Tighten

Free/Stow

Pull

Swing Handle

Rope free travel

In ‘Freewheel’ position handle is fully
open with upper slide on top of stops
and lower slide away from spool.

Upper Slide Lower SlideStops

1. To tighten cover on boat, hold ratchet assembly with one hand and pull on free end of rope until
tight. Repeat on other side.

2. Rotate ratchet arm toward rear to tighten, push forward for another grip.
3. When cover is sufficiently tight it should be difficult to get fingers under cover.

4. To release ratchet -  pull outward (up) on outer slide and swing
ratchet to full open position. at this point ratchet will ‘Pop’ releasing
tension. Move arm fully toward top so the upper slide rests on
stops. This will allow spool to freewheel. Pulling on the ratchet
assembly will give enough slack in cover to allow it’s easy removal.
It is not necessary to pull rope free from ratchet.

5. Release all other straps and remove cover.

Rope Tension

Cover direction during tension
This cover is designed to
‘bow’ in the center to
provide for a tighter fit to
hull.
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